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this demand is fulfilled the mind cannot always remain on
this level, but must go on developing further, inasmuch as
the causes themselves become transformed into means to
an end, into symbolical expressions of a way that
lies ahead. The exclusive importance of the cause,
i.e. its energic value, thus disappears, and comes to view
again in the symbol, the attracting power of which represents
the corresponding quantum of libido. The energic value of
a cause is never done away with by the introduction of an
arbitrary and rational goal; that is always a makeshift.
Mental development cannot come about through purpose
and will alone. There is need of the attracting power of the
symbol, the value-quantum of which always transcends the
value of the cause. But the formation of a symbol cannot
take place until the mind has dwelt long enough upon the
elementary facts; that is to say, until the inner or outer
necessities of the life-process have brought about a trans-
formation of energy. If man were living altogether
instinctively and automatically the transformation could
come about through biological laws. Something of this is
still to be seen ift the mental life of primitives, which at the
same time is quite concretistic as well as quite symbolical.
In the case of civilized man the rationalism of the conscious,
otherwise so useful to him, becomes a most formidable obstacle
to a frictionless transformation of energy. The reason,
always seeking to avoid what is to it an unbearable antinomy,
places itself exclusively on the one side or the other, and seeks
to hold with a grip of death to the values it has once
established. This attempt continues so long as the fact of
human reason passes for an ' immutable substance' from
which any symbolical idea is excluded. But reason is only
relative, and eventually checks itself in its own antinomy.
Also, it is only a means to an end, a symbolical expression
for the point of intersection in a path of development-

